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The Ambassador of Cyprus speaks at Yale University
Ambassador of Cyprus to the United States, Mrs. Erato-Kozakou Marcoullis, addressed the students and faculty of Yale University on November 9, 2000.

During her speech, the Ambassador focused on the multitude of benefits for both the Greek-Cypriots and especially the Turkish-Cypriots that will arise from the resolving of the on-going occupation of Cyprus by Turkish troops and from its accession to the European Union. Mrs. Marcoullis also analyzed the benefits of solution-accession for the relations of the two NATO allies, Greece and Turkey. It will help Turkey in becoming an  EU member and will also serve the interests of the EU, the UN, NATO and the US in the region.

Following her presentation the Ambassador responded to many questions regarding a variety of aspects of the Cyprus problem, including the format of the solution to the Cyprus issue and its path towards European Union membership.

The Ambassador, accompanied by the Master of Pierson College Professor Harvey Goldblatt, had the opportunity to meet President of Yale University, Professor Richard Levin. During their discussion, Mrs. Marcoullis informed

In her speech at the Conference, the Ambassador spoke of the centuries of peaceful coexistence between the Greek-Cypriot and Turkish-Cypriot communities of Cyprus. She then emphasized the need for international law to remain the basis of all efforts in conflict resolution and highlighted the fact that the refugees of the 1974 Turkish invasion of Cyprus are still prevented by the Turkish occupation army from returning to their homes, despite the adoption of numerous UN resolutions to that effect. She also outlined Turkey’s continuing violation of many articles of the European Convention of Human Rights through its military occupation of part of Cyprus. Mrs. Marcoullis underlined the unacceptable and untenable nature of the status quo in Cyprus and noted that it is unnatural and anachronistic to keep people forcible divided and to tolerate the occupation and forcible division of Cyprus on ethnic criteria.

During the Conference on Multi-Culturalism and Diversity, a photographic exhibit depicting the multi-cultural character of the island entitled ‘The World of Cyprus was on display .

On October 13th, Mrs. Marcoullis addressed the students and faculty of Colorado Technical University in Sioux Falls and spoke on the topic of the United Nations and Council of Europe Systems of Human Rights Protection in relation to Cyprus. 

During a special meeting with lawyers, judges and law professors from South Dakota University, the Ambassador spoke about the legal dimensions of the on-going Turkish occupation of Cyprus and the European Court of Human Right’s verdict against Turkey, ordering it to pay compensation for denying refugee Titina Loizidou  access to her property in the occupied area of Cyprus. 

The Ambassador also visited the Multicultural Center Foundation in Sioux Falls were Native Americans and other ethnic groups spoke and performed traditional dances. In her speech during that event, Mrs. Marcoullis highlighted the need for the respect of the cultural identity and human rights of all the members of a community regardless of race, ethnicity and religion.

During her visit to South Dakota, the Ambassador the recipient of a number of honors including, Honorary Citizen of the state of South Dakota, the keys to the cities of Sioux Falls and Brandon and a Honorary Doctorate in Management from Colorado Technical University . Ambassador Marcoullis also had the opportunity to meet with state representatives, state officials and human rights activists.

